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From bhe Secretary

\

Now that | am officially your Secretary and Editor | am going to share some of my personal
thoughts regarding the club and the coming year.

| feel that an important aspect of the club is the communication. How we communicate to
you, the public, potential new members and how we give you, the member the opportunity
to communicate back to the committee. We welcome feedback, comments and suggestions.
You would have noticed that there has been an increase in the emails thatyou are receiving.
This is so that you can beinformed on what is happening, even if you are unable to attend
the meetings.

lan Smyth has taken over the role of webmaster from Peter Hartung, and at this point |

would like to give our thanks to Peter for his time and his effort to keep the web page going

up to now. If you go to our website, you will see that it now looks very different. The plan is
to have more information regarding the club activities available to you. | will be providing lan
with the information as | receive it so that he can upload it and you will be able to go and

look up event details and in some cases before it is announced at the club meetings.

The newsletter will also be used to keep you informed. It is however time consuming and
there are periods where the other parts of my life keep me occupied and there is little time
left to sit in front of a computer and write articles. When this happens | will keep it short and
focus on the information, rather than the articles.

We have been having periodic committee meetings where we discuss the coming events to
make our meetings as interesting as we can. October will see another auction and in
November there is something new. It is a meeting when you can bring a project that you
have made or are still working on, as long as it is stillin the scope of our hobby. There will be
prizes awarded, and it will be judged by the mem bers.

Our annual Christmaslunch has already been booked, and the venue is the Maid of Auckland
Hotel and is at 926 South Rd, Edwardstown.

As you can appreciate venues arebooked early in the year so we needed to act quickly to
ensure that we had one. The Hotel that we booked last year has chamed owners and the
quality of the food and service has since deteriorated. Chris contacted me and said that he
has found another potential venue and could we meet for lunch to check it out. We had
lunch on a Saturday and | was able to inspect the place. Tlere is a large private room that
was already set up and would cater for 100 people if required. The car park was reasonable
and the quality of food is good. | decided to make a tentative booking for the 8 ™ December.

Yours Sincerely

Victor Besz
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Coming Events

28" October Auction at the St Cyprian hall
25" November Project (Anything) at the St Cyprian Hall :
8" December Christmas Lunch at the Maid of Auckland ki

When we plan events for the club, a number of things are considered, including how practical the
logistics are in organizing the event. This one was not the easiest to organise because we were
requesting to have a tour on a day that the brewery is closed and we needed to find guides willing
to come in on their day off, and it needed to be on the day that we have our meeting. At one point
we thought that we would not meet the minimum number of members required as a condition of
the arrangement.

Once the planning was over, the day went smoothly and it was an enjoyable day for everyone who
attended. When we arrived we were directed to a room that was dedicated for tour s and waited for
the others to arrive. We were then given a safety briefing and were taken to another room to watch
a video on the brewing process. It was there that we tasted barley in various stages of being roasted
which is a key part of the beer taste. We then walked through the processing plant and watched a
video on the operations of the brewery, and yes there was tastings, which was really more like
drinking.

| had a number of requests to make the brewery our permanent meeting venue. There was a range
of beers and ciders on tap and a couple of cheese platters. Beers and ciders available for purchase
for those who wanted to bring some home. It was a good day out for all that attended and an
opportunity to catch up with other members of the club.
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Taking photos in some areas was prohibited
due to showing the way in which the plumbing
is connected, however | found the photo
(above left) on the net, so it is either an older
design or taken by someone without the
brewery being aware of it. Either way it would
be difficult to follow the network of
connections without a brain drain.
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The July AGM and auctionran smoothly and we finally have the mystery box(s) of components from
AHARS pictured below. It was good to see that the entire contents of the boxes disappeared before
the end of the meeting, with a little help from Alan.

LEFT:

Photo courtesy of
Tony Bell of the
latest Retirees
Luncheon.

The Luncheon is
reoccurring on the
second Wednesday
every other month.
All members are
welcome whether
you are retired or
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BOYS RADIO

The Japanesemade Boyés Radio was the wultimate in
radios that the average boy wanted, at a price that his parents could afford, and they caught radio
manufactures asleep at the wheel. Although they were distegarded as merely a toy by radio
manufacturers, designed for a small niche market, more than two million were imported and sold in
the United States in 1959 and 1960. Japanese manufacturers thrived by making these radios, while
gaining the experience and knowledge that would allow them to ultimately dominate the whole
electronics industry to such an extent that their counterparts could no longer compete.

The Boyés Radio was built in Japan, wusing onl
made transistor radio boasted six, eight, or more transistors. Although cheaply built with a very
simple design, these two-transistor radios were powerful enough to pick up local radio stations and
even power a small speaker. These radios were small enough to fit in a shirt pocket, and cheap
enough to fit into the budget of a high school stu dent. The r adi os eV e n prdssed
into the plastic case, usually near where the battery compartment was hidden.

A major difference between the expensive multi-t r ansi st or radios and t
the design of the radio circuit. The more expensive radios usually employed a variation of the radio

design, called the Superhet, used in modern tube radios, while the cheaper twot r ansi st
Radio used a much simpler reflex circuit.

They were also the source of a popular myth that persists even to this day- it is commonly believed
that the Japanese were forced to create these miniature transistor radios as a way to circumvent a
custom duty the United States had put on i mp
Radios were viewed by U.S. custom agents a only a toy and, thus, not restricted to import quotas or
subject to import tariffs .

| have written permission from Phil Nelson to use the photos of the Windsor Boys Radio below:




